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insufficiency probably playing an important role in these cases. 
Intramural myomas which encroach on the uterine cavity cause an 
atrophy and anemia of the mucosa immediately over them; the remain¬ 
ing endometrium is usually hypertrophied, and its venous plexus more 
dilated than normal. It is from this portion of the endometrium, and 
not from that encroached upon by the tumors, that the menstrual 
flow-occurs. When excessive hemorrhage takes place in these cases, 
it is probably due to failure of the uterine muscle to control properly 
this excessive amount of venous blood, and to a slow regeneration of 
the endometrium. Occasionally dilated veins in the endometrium 
over the tumor may become eroded, and give rise to bleeding, but this 
is not very common. Submucous myomas represent merely a later 
stage of the intramural variety; the veins over the surface of these are 
more exposed to injury or degeneration than with intramural tumors, 
but even here the source of profuse menstruation is usually the portion 
of the endometrium not encroached upon. 
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Cosmetic and Toilet Powders. — Kapp ( Dcrmat . Woch., 1912, No. 16) 
concludes that the vegetable powders always injure the skin in a 
mechanical way through the swelling of the granules in the follicles. 
Rice powder is the least injurious, as it swells the least. Concerning 
mineral powders the sharp edges of the crystals of some of them may 
injure the skin. Zinc oxide, precipitated magnesium carbonate, and 
magnesium silicate being the least objectionable. Bacteriological 
examinations go to show the possibility of the transmission of various 
diseases by means of powder puffs and the like. 

Noguchi Luetin Reaction in Dermatology. — D. O. Robinson (Jour. 
Cutan. Bis., August, 1912) states that luetin is the extract prepared 
from pure cultures of the Spiroclieta pallida, and is intended for use 
in the diagnosis of syphilis as von Pirquet’s test is for tuberculosis. 
Noguchi informs us that the extract of the pallida, which he designates 
“luetin” does not produce any marked inflammation in the skin of 
non-syphilitics, while it gives a definite lesion formation in most 
cases of tertiary, latent, and late hereditary syphilis. Robinson’s 
conclusions are in effect that the luetin reaction was found to be 
specific for syphilis and affords a means of diagnosis in certain cases. 
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It was absent in primary and secondary untreated eases. It was 
present in all eases of tertiary, latent, and late hereditary syphilis in 
the cases reported, and in these forms of the disease was more constant 
than the Wassermann reaction. 


Organism Found in Leprosy.— Duval and Wellman {Jour, of Cutan. 
Dis., July, 1912), from “a critical study of the organisms cultivated 
from the lesions of human leprosy, with a consideration of their etio¬ 
logical significance/' arrive at the following conclusions: Out of 29 
cases of leprosy in Louisiana, Duval and Wellman found an acid-fast 
bacillus in 22 cases. A chromogenic strain similar in all essentials to 
that described by Clegg was recovered in 14 cases, which under certain 
conditions grows as (1) non-acid-fast streptothrix, (2) non-acid-fast 
diphtheria, and (3) an acid-fast bacillus. The role played by the 
bacillus of Clegg in the production of leprosy is an unsettled question. 
The wide variation in morphology and staining reaction would go to 
show that the Bacillus lepne is one of pleoinorphism. 


High-frequency and High-tension Currents in the Treatment of 
Certain Skin Diseases.—A. Fontana {Dermat. Woch., May 4 and 12, 
1912) refers to many cases of diverse disease in which these currents 
were employed over a period of several years, used in the form of 
effluve, brush electrode, condensation electrode, and sparking, with 
the view of obtaining soothing effect {c. g., in pruritus, eczema, etc.), 
revulsive effect {e. g., in alopecia areata, etc.), dccongestive effect 
{c. g., in acne, wart, lupus, etc.), reparative effect {c. g., in atonic 
ulcerations, etc.). Perhaps the best results were obtained from the 
effluve, but these were not uniformly favorable. On the whole, the 
results were not entirely satisfactory. 


Generalized Iodine Acne and Macular Exanthem following the 
Application of Tincture of Iodine.—Ho da it a {Dermat. Woch., 1912, 
No. 10) reports the following unusual iodine eruption: A man, aged 
sixty-seven years, applied tincture of iodine on three successive days 
to painful areas following intercostal neuraigia, and covered it with 
oil-cloth. Some days later an eruption suddenly appeared, consisting 
of acne-like papules with small pustules upon the tops, surrounded by 
a red halo. This eruption spread over the whole body, covering the 
face and head, and in a less degree the trunk and extremities. Upon 
the limbs and the trunk there was also a macular eruption consisting 
of round and irregularly-shaped macules. There w r as no fever or 
other constitutional disturbance. On account of its resemblance to 
variola some of Hodara’s colleagues were inclined to regard the erup¬ 
tion as either varioloid or varicella. In connection with this case 
reference may be made to another one recently reported by Goodall 
{British Jour. Dermat., June, 1912), in which a varioliform eruption 
followed the internal administration of ferrous iodide. 


The Influence of Milk Fat on the Skin.— Montgomery and Culver 
{Jour. Cutan. Dis., June, 1912) in a short but most interesting paper 
on the influence of fats of various kinds, especially the fats derived 
from milk, upon the skin, express the opinion that the ingestion of 



